
Tous droits réservés ©  Anthropologie et Sociétés, Université Laval, 1998 This document is protected by copyright law. Use of the services of Érudit
(including reproduction) is subject to its terms and conditions, which can be
viewed online.
https://apropos.erudit.org/en/users/policy-on-use/

This article is disseminated and preserved by Érudit.
Érudit is a non-profit inter-university consortium of the Université de Montréal,
Université Laval, and the Université du Québec à Montréal. Its mission is to
promote and disseminate research.
https://www.erudit.org/en/

Document generated on 07/15/2025 3:37 p.m.

Anthropologie et Sociétés

De fâcheux incidents. Énigmes criminelles du quotidien dans le
Japon d'après-guerre
Marilyn Ivy

Volume 22, Number 3, 1998

Culture et modernité au Japon

URI: https://id.erudit.org/iderudit/015560ar
DOI: https://doi.org/10.7202/015560ar

See table of contents

Publisher(s)
Département d'anthropologie de l'Université Laval

ISSN
0702-8997 (print)
1703-7921 (digital)

Explore this journal

Cite this article
Ivy, M. (1998). De fâcheux incidents. Énigmes criminelles du quotidien dans le
Japon d'après-guerre. Anthropologie et Sociétés, 22(3), 85–105.
https://doi.org/10.7202/015560ar

Article abstract
Untoward Incidents : Criminal Mysteries of thé Everyday in Postwar Japan
This article analyzes the Glico-Morinaga incidents of the mid- 1980s and their
relationship to bourgeois notions of societal orderliness and criminality in
postwar Japan. The incidents (in which a group calling themselves the "
Mystery Man with the Twenty-one Faces " carried out a sustained harrassment
of major food corporations, the media, and the police) disclose how deeply
entwined narrative conventions of the modernist détective genre (established
by the author Edogawa Rampo) have penetrated into the everyday
consciousness of Japanese consumers. These conventions have facilitated the
blurring of fiction and factuality in média representations of crime - nowhere
more tellingly than in the GM incidents, which together have been called
Japan's first " 21st Century Crime ". Twenty-one Faces's manipulation of the
modernist lexicon of crime and detection, truth and falsehood. guerilla theater
and situationist absurdity provides a telling commentary on the stabilities of
what is often portrayed as the epitome of a crime-free. stable post-industrial
polity.
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