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Article abstract
The Empire of Signs : The Boundaries of Japanese Writing
This essay explore the relationship of writing and national culture. In
opposition to the utilitarian theory that dominates the linguistic sciences with
respect to Chinese characters in Japanese writing, it pursues the theories of
Karatani, Lyotard and Derrida, in order to evoke the constellated nature of the
sign, and in différent registers : sound and mark, speaking and seeing,
discourse and figure. Nevertheless, even if it is possible to situate the
constellation of the sign outside Western logocentricism, constellation in itself
is not necessarily a deconstructed or deconstructive site. It can offer in turn a
productive regime of overcoding. The writings of Tanizaki Jun'ichirô and Mori
Ôgai afford a way to demonstrate and analyse such effects.
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