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Article abstract
ABSTRACT
Merite and Patronage in a " Modem " Sector. Political Rituals of Victory and
Loss in Italian Universities
This article examines the rituals of power in Italian universities, particularly in
the context of the ideology-derived value of merit that suffuses ail Italian
government institutions such as universities. I also argue that the " System " is
bottom-driven and not merely at the service of elite control of institutions, the
resuit of individual strategies of social positioning. The resuit is ritual as myth :
it is largely self-referential and sacrifices meaning in favour of the congruency
of its elements, creating a semiotically neutral field that can " work " in many
different domains. Finally, I discuss strategie thought within the ritual field in
its relation to morality.
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