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Article abstract
ABSTRACT
" Un geste auguste dans le temple de la Loi ". The Ordo of the Opening
Ceremonies of the Parliamentary Sessions in Quebec, 1792-1997
By identifying and interpreting clues left behind from both behavioural
practices and representation Systems, the problematic of rituals and political
symbolism allows us to discern the complex tendencies of socio-political
changes which occur over time. The study of the ordo of the opening
ceremonies for the Parliament of Quebec fits quite nicely into that problematic.
Beginning with the institution of the British parliamentary model in Lower
Canada in 1792, thé ordo implements the symbolic representations of
legitimate authority and of sovereignty, namely that of the King (or Queen) in
his/her Parliament. Today, more than the ghost of structures imported from
Great Britain, more than the perpétuation of mere " tradition ", the ritual and
its sight, sound, and memory strategies reveal the appropriation of cultural
models as well as the interbreeding carried out by their participants.
Engendered by the rhythm of the periodic successions of institutional acts,
whose very accumulation seems natural, legitimate and immutable, this
interbreeding is also a reflection of the symbolic representations of the
political community in Quebec over a span of some two centuries.
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