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Article abstract
ABSTRACT
Benjamin Lee Whorf and the Boasian Foundations of Contemporary
Ethnolinguistics
ABSTRACT
Benjamin Lee Whorf and the Boasian Foundations of Contemporary
Ethnolinguistics
Benjamin Lee Whorf is probably the most misread anthropologist of his day.
This paper explores his linguistic relativity hypotheses from a variety of points
of view, including his Personal biography ; the emergence of his mature
thought about language, thought and reality; his lies to Boasian anthropology
and the First Yale School of Linguistics; his research on Hopi and Standard
Average European ; and his influence on contemporary ethnolinguistics and
cognitive sciences. Although Whorf is remembered as something of a
maverick, he was perceived by his contemporaries as one among a group of
Amerindian linguists around Edward Sapir. His notion of linguistic relativity
was based on grammatical categories, assuming a cultural diversity and
relativism quite distinct from thc universalist thrust of cognitive science. This
focus places him firmly in the cross-cultural research tradition of
ethnolinguistics.
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