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Article abstract
ABSTRACT
The Limits of an Essentialist Understanding of Ethnoethics : Toward a Critical
Ethical Relativism
Ethical relativism is based on séries of hypothesis accepted as truths : moral is
a homog-enous set of values shared by every members of an ethnie group as
resuit of an enculturation process : everyone is submitted to a unique
homogenous and coherent sys-tem of moral principles ; ethical dilemmas may
be resolved in such a way that values shared by each social group will be
respected ; moral principles are never subject to social or po-litical agenda.
These assumptions will be analyzed and criticized in this paper. Following an
analysis of the concepts of culturel and ethical relativism in thé context of
health care. we will suggest to go beyond the essentialist définition of
relativism and will underline the risk of cultural decontextualization related to
a normative ethical relativism. Ethic will be redefined as a process of dilemmas
management, not in a philosophical political free context. but instead in the
context of dictated principles imposed to whole populations by political.
religious or professional authorities. This paper pleads for a limited tolérance
and a critical ethical relativism respectful of universal human rights.
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