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Article abstract
ABSTRACT
Intersections of Bioethics and Anthropology : Locating thé "Good" in Médical
Practice
This paper explores how anthropologists working in thé field of bioethics hâve
bridged thé gap between conceptions of médical morality grounded in local
worlds and thé universal understandings espoused within thé western
philosophical tradition. We highlight culturally diverse notions of personhood
to illustrate difficulties that émerge when judging certain practices as
"appropriate" or "inappropriate". Our ethnographie work in end-of-life care
and international research ethics demonstrates how an anthropologically
informed bioethics produces an account that grounds ethical universals in
local moral worlds. Our analysis reveals thé thinness of bioethics accounts that
disregard social context and celebrate a spécifie (American) version of
individual autonomy. We argue that a simplistic application of ethical
universals to particular cases dénies thé complexity of lived expérience and
real world dilemmas.
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