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Article abstract
ABSTRACT
The Development of Practices in Médical Genetics and thé Construction of
Bioethical Norms
This multi-site ethnographie study of medical genetics development in the
Province of Quebec demonstrates that certain influential mechanisms used to
demarcate human genetics stem directly from cultural and social
representations characteristic of Western society. To comprehend the
influence of these mechanisms in such technoscientific sector, it is necessary to
understand that introducing genetics to the social sphere not only allows us to
modify the medical destiny of man, but also to change rules which define his
identity, control his reproduction and determine his rights. Consequently, it
provokes effective and powerful collective representations. Effective, because
it generates fears or hopes, powerful, because it is normative. In this light, the
study reveals the existence of two major representational fields, the first one,
dealing with progress in the field of genetics, and the second one, dealing with
its applications. We will also see how these representational fields have
induced two dictinct but consequent ethical functions : one discursive and the
other normative.
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