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Article abstract
The purpose of this paper is to investigate to what extent the data of the World
Fertility Survey (WFS) are useful for analysing the links between female labor
and fertility. Starting with a review of the general objectives of the WFS, the
authors present the theoretical expectations and the questions used for testing
them. A third section is devoted to the main existing comparative studies, to
the results obtained and the various interpretations to which they led. The
authors conclude by assessing that the WFS data may indeed be useful, at least
if due account is made of the global institutional context of each society.
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