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Article abstract
The United States has had an undercount of the population in every census it
has undertaken. The undercount is particularly serious for minorities, for men,
and for young persons. Since 1940, research has been conducted on estimating
the size of the undercount. Though the methods were sufficient for producing a
national estimate, they were lacking at providing estimates for subgroups or
regions. Methods tested in the last decade appeared very promising, but a
political decision was made not to adjust the census. That decision has now
been repealed and the 1990 U.S. Census may be the first to refiect an
adjustment for the undercount.
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