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Article abstract
Does the population figure obtained from the census correspond to the best
estimate of the true population figure ? For twenty years. Statistics Canada has
published an estimate of the rate of census undercounting, without however
correcting its census figures. According to Quebec's health insurance file,
Quebec's 1986 population figure should have been 6 753 000 instead of the 6
540 000 obtained from the census, a difference which is very close to the one
implied by the estimated rate of undercounting. This paper explains the
functioning of the file and how it may be used for demographic purposes, and
provides some results by age and sex as well as by region.
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