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Article abstract
Calculation of health expectancy is based on measurements of both mortality
and disability. The notion of disability is linked Lo modern definitions of health
i.e. how persons or groups adapt to their environment. The International
Classification of Impairments, Disabilities and Handicaps (ICIDH) provides a
means to make an overall analysis of disabilities and handicaps, thus allowing
us to envisage common definitions of health and disability to be used in
developing instruments suitable for calculating disability-free life expectancy
or health expectancy. It is essential that this development work be carried out
on an international scale before going on to make comparisons between
statistical data on health expectancy, since such comparisons will only be valid
if the basic concepts and definitions used are the same.
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