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Article abstract
Studies of healthy life expectancy have focused almost entirely on the
prevalence of chronic physical diseases and disabilities with little
consideration being given to either the desiderability or feasibility of
calculating life expectancy free of senile dementia, although prevalence rates
for the latter are strongly related to age. The present paper suggests how such a
calculation may be used and discusses the advances m case finding procedures
which have made cross-cultural comparisons possible. An attempt is also made
to construct a theoretical dementia-free life expectancy curve on the basis of
prevalence data from a number of countries.
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