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Article abstract
This article combines newly released data from the Longitudinal Study of
Aging with multistate life table methods to examine active life among the
elderly in the United States. We focus on those elderly who are independent,
dependent (defined by their activities of daily living), or institutionalized. We
report on their transitions between these three states during the years 1986
and 1988, and provide the first empirical estimates of life expectancies and
transitions for the U.S institutionalized population. We find that the elderly are
living longer and more active lives.
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