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Article abstract
Increasing lifespan and the improved central of acute diseases have
underlined the importance of chronic disorders and their long-term impact on
health. Member States in both the developing and the developed areas of the
world are gathering data for the quantitative assessment of disability in the
community. Internationally accepted instruments such as the International
Classification of Impairments, Disabilities and Handicaps will facilitate
standardised data collection and analysis, as well as the calculation of
indicators, such as Healthy Life Expectancy, combining traditional survival
measurements based on mortality with elements related to the quality of
survival. The article lists the main conditions required for the calculation of
this type of indicators, together with the main countries or areas where these
conditions are likely to be met.
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