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Article abstract
This study, conducted from the point of view of the children, compares cohorts
from the time of New France with those of Canada today, showing that single
parenthood is not a new phenomenon. The types of single parenthood,
however, are quite different. The colonial model of the traditional family has
given way to a variety of family situations. As well, while death was the only
cause of single parenthood during the colonial era, separations today are
essentially based on some sort of decision. The psychological repercussions of
losing a parent are thus completely different.
The first experience of life without one parent, both historically and today, is
generally a brief, temporary episode often ending with the single parent taking
a new partner. In either case, children have generally ended up living with
their mother when a marriage or relationship ended. But while in the past the
sex of the single parent had little effect in determining the nature of life with a
single parent, the same is not true today.
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