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Article abstract
The notion of paternal power inherited from la coutume de Paris and based on
marriage was integrated into the 1866 Civil Code. It was replaced in 1977 by
one of parental authority, based on filiation and potential loss of parental
rights. In between these two dates, social revolution occurred in Quebec,
transforming social perceptions regarding the child and regulation of parental
behaviour. The Church, once omnipresent, was eventually replaced by the
State, which, with its judicial and administrative networks, emerged as
defender of the interests, and later the rights, of the child.
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