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Article abstract
The high percentage of missing data on birth weight and gestational age in
Quebec's birth registration file made it difficult to calculate certain health
indicators. However, these data were available in the hospitalization files.
Matching the two files made it possible to find the same individual's record in
each file, fill in the missing data and improve the quality of the birth records.
The matching proved successful in that it reduced the percentage of missing
values in the birth registration file to 0.1% for birth weight and 0.2% for
gestational age in 1993, compared to 1.1% and 3.2% respectively in 1992. The
same procedure was used for stillbirth records, with even more dramatic
results: the percentages of missing values fell from 10.4% and 7.7%
respectively in 1992 to 0.3% in both categories in 1993.
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