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Article abstract
Various analytical models have attempted to explain the bases of polygamy in
Africa. Many authors have predicted the imminent decline of polygamy,
especially in urban areas, in suggesting that this matrimonial institution is
unsuited to the urban lifestyle. The available data on Mali enable us to question
this point of view. Although there have been major transformations in
nuptiality patterns in urban areas in Mali (growing celibacy and an increase in
the average age at marriage), the fact remains that the incidence of polygamy
showed no significant change from 1960 to 1987. An examination of some of
the economic characteristics of women in polygamous unions and of the
households to which they belong seems to point to some interesting research
approaches to increase our understanding of the persistence of this
matrimonial institution in certain African cities.
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