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Article abstract
This paper argues that unions in contemporary society are too varied and too
fluid to be studied using the standard demographic approaches and tools for
the study of marriage and the family. Emphasis on process, rather than on
status and membership in a category, would give greater recognition to the fact
that states such as marriage or cohabitation need to be seen as part of
over-lapping life-course sequences. The meaning of a given union depends in
pairt on what has preceded and what follows in the sequence. Attention to
process also requires greater attention to the individual and joint decision
making that underlies movement along well-defined demographic statuses. In
defining and studying sexual unions, greater use needs to be made of modern
quantitative classification techniques, including cluster analysis,
multidimensional scaling, and the logic of fuzzy sets as well. Methods of
qualitative analysis are particularly relevant for the study of process and
meaning. The greatest progress will come from a conscious blending of
quantitative and qualitative models.
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