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Article abstract
Based primarily on data from the 1995 General Social Survey (GSS), this study
assesses the impact of demographic: and socioeconornic factors on Quebec
women's likelihood of entering into a first cohabitation or marriage. After a
brief descriptive analysis, the authors present the results of a multivariate
analysis, which is especially helpful in assessing the changing influence of
characteristics linked to the "independence hypothesis," i.e. education level
and activities such as working or attending school. The analysis did not
entirely confirm the hypothesis: women who are working or attending school
generally show a greater tendency to cohabit and are less likely to marry,
which concurs with the hypothesis, but the effect on first marriages only
applies to Quebec women born before 1951. Moreover, a higher education level
does not reduce the likelihood of entering into a first marriage for all
generations of Quebec women studied. It is also clear that cohabitation was
initially popular among the most highly educated Quebec women. All this
seems to indicate that education and the massive entry of Quebec women into
the labour market are not obstacles to the formation of a first union, but rather
encourage greater freedom in terms of the form this union may take.
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