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Article abstract
The author describes changes in fertility in Hungary since the beginning of the
century, in bringing out national particularities that have influenced variations
in fertility indicators. He highlights the short- and long-term effects of certain
government measures intended to modify behaviours related to fertility. In
linking the main fertility trends to social changes, he focuses especially on the
dernographic effects of the economic problems that followed the change of
political regime. Based on the results of surveys, he then looks at changes in
birth control practices and explores the relationship between contraception
and fertility among young people. He goes on to present Hungarians' opinions,
values and preferences in regard to children, marriage and the family. Finally,
he examines the effectiveness of family policies in Europe in the context of a
market economy.
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