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Article abstract
In Québec, as in other parts of the world, the substantial decrease in infant
mortality in the first half of the 20th century was primarily the result of a
decline in infectious diseases. The causes of this decline are still the focus of
considerable debate. Researchers have not yet been able to clearly establish
the role of public health measures in reducing infant mortality. The aim of our
study was to evaluate this role by comparing a precise chronology of the
implementation of public health measures in a small city, and a breakdown of
infant mortality by cause of death. It would appear that improved control over
water quality, more than any other factor, played an important part in
combating the main cause of death among children less than a year old.
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