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Article abstract
Focussing on one of Prof. Landreville favourite themes, punishment, this
article shows the importance of placing it in a very long term historical
perspective.
The first section explains how the emergence of punishment as a social system
is linked with the emergence of the modern State.
The second section analyses correlations between different forms of State and
various types of penalties.
Finally, using recent data from a west-European country, France, the article
examines current re-casting of punishment in an increasingly liberal and less a
welfare State.
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