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Article abstract
Pierre Landreville was a key figure of the prisoner’s rights movement in
Quebec, as well as in Canada and beyond. His seminal work, Les prisons de par
ici, which was based on his research in Quebec prisons and published in 1976,
was premised on two main postulates. Firstly, that imprisonment is only
justified for offenders who pose a real threat to society, and secondly, that a
person confined to prison retains all of his civil rights, apart from those
expressly or implicitly taken from him by law. The author examines the
developments which have occurred during the last three decades with regards
to Landreville’s postulates. She concludes that while prisoners’ rights have now
found legislative expression in Canada, the incarceration rate remains high,
and imprisonment continues to be an important exclusionary mechanism for
the most vulnerable groups of society.
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