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Article abstract
In this article, based on a field research with criminalized women in Quebec
and with front line workers, we address the question of criminalized women’s
work. More specifically, we want to precise how those women define and give
meaning to the concept of employment. We also want to review some of the
existing resources created to help those women to find a job. Are they
sufficient and do they really address the needs of the criminalized women? We
also present the resources, projects and changes which would positively
improve the employment policies toward criminalized women. Finally, we will
question the efficiency of the penal policies toward criminalized women.
Despite their obvious failures, those policies are still maintained. In that sense,
our research emphasizes the need to re-think those policies by considering the
women’s expectations and experiments in terms of employment, by taking into
account the numerous forms of oppression they are still submitted to, by trying
to diminish or suppress the structural repressive ideology that negatively
impacts on their lives.
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