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Article abstract
This article seeks to understand the impact of allegations of illegal conduct on a
group of polygamous Fundamentalist Mormons established in Bountiful,
British Columbia. These allegations include the illegal passage of young women
between Canada and the United States in order to provide older polygamous
men with young wives, as well as the sexual and physical abuse of children,
adolescents and women. Interviews with group members, analysis of the
writings of the group and of the discussions held by members of the group on a
WEB Forum, as well as a review of the principal Canadian and American
periodicals and newspapers from 1990 to 2006 are used to identify the
allegations and outline the group’s reactions. Two distinct types of reactions to
the allegations are identified, the first being a silent retreat, which was
followed by a reaction of contestation. These reactions are described, analysed
and illustrated with the help of extracts from interviews and Web exchanges.
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