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Article abstract
The study of the ledgers of one general merchant, Joseph Cartier of
Saint-Hyacinthe, for the late 18th century allows an insight into the economic
structure of rural Lower Canada during this period. This source provides a
view of two important aspects of this rural society: the way in which the local
merchant acted as a vehicle for the introduction of consumer goods and,
coincidently, became a net exporter of local capital. The author has devised an
original methodology for the computer-assisted transcription and analy- sis of
the data provided by the ledgers. The first results of his survey suggest that
consumer buying habits were deeply rooted, and even in times of crisis, the
importation of goods from metropolitan markets continued. In some, patterns
of economic depen- dency on "outside" consumer goods increased. The
preliminary findings of this study suggest that traditional self-sufficiency
models for rural Lower Canada during the late 18th century need to be
reexamined.
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