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Article abstract
During the nineteenth century. North America experienced many epidemics,
among them of smallpox. The high mortality rate it caused and the speed with
which it spread terrified the populace. Industrial towns in New England were
particularly concerned with prevention. This paper looks at one case study,
Lowell, Massachusetts between 1865 and 1890. This community was
particularly prone to outbreaks of smallpox because it was the destination of
many Canadian immigrants who came from regions where the disease was
endemic.
In Montreal during 1885, smallpox suddenly reached epidemic proportions.
The city's rail connections with the American northeast forced the state of New
Hampshire - the area most directly affected - to organize a large-scale
prevention campaign with the U.S. Marine Hospital Service for the New
England states.
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