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Article abstract
A comparison of doctoral theses in progress in 1967 and 1985 reveals a number
of trends in historical studies in Canadian universities during the past two
decades. In 1967, 58 per cent of all doctoral candidates chose topics in
Canadian history and the largest number ― fully 36 per cent of all candidates
― were writing theses at the University of Toronto, which offered the broadest
range of fields of any Canadian university. Much smaller programmes existed
at McGill and the University of Western Ontario; aside from these three
institutions, no other university in English-speaking Canada enrolled more
than four students. Two-thirds of all francophone candidates were enrolled at
Université Laval, where only five candidates were writing on topics other than
Canadian history. The political process led the field of interest in all fields of
study, while social history of the Annales school held little interest for either
linguistic group. More than half the dissertations in Canadian fields were
supervised by only eight senior scholars.
By 1985, marked changes in this pattern were evident. The number of active
doctoral candidates had increased from 236 in 1967 to 294, and Canadian
history was the field of choice for 72 per cent. Doctoral programmes and hence
supervision had decentralized in anglophone Canada, however, and the
University of Toronto's dominance had been challenged by Queen's and York;
specialized programmes of some size existed at a much larger number of
institutions. Among francophone schools, enrollment had doubled and Laval
had achieved a situation rivalling Toronto's in 1967. Laval and the Université
de Montréal now had the largest doctoral programmes in the country. In terms
of topic, policy and administration had replaced the political process as the
subject of choice for both language groups; economic history experienced a
modest degree of growth, while the history of ideas retained its traditional
level of interest. Social history had become much more popular in both
linguistic groups, while less European history was being studied.
These developments pose both problems and possibilities for the profession as
a whole. Doctoral studies have been enriched by the diversity of interests, but
the potential for academic sectarian strife is troubling. The need now is for
syntheses and paradigms which will permit the findings of subdisciplines to be
integrated into a broader and more sensitive understanding of the past.
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