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Article abstract
The traditional European concept of the “other” has been applied to aboriginal
peoples, but in terms of historic habitation of the Americas it could properly be
applied to the newcomers. The vision Amerindians had of French intruders
was not flattering and calls into question assumptions about the superiority of
European character, culture, and technology. Native responses, especially on
the part of women, to French-Catholic missionary efforts illustrate the cultural
and spiritual vitality of Amerindian societies. Just as there was only selective
adoption of European material culture, so there was prudent consideration of
spiritual values and beliefs.
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