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Article abstract
The Grand-Hornu industrial plant, which is today an important site for
industrial archeology, was virtually at the origin of this field of research in
Belgium. After a brief survey of the way in which the site has been successfully
preserved over the last decades, this article presents a dual perspective: from
the viewpoint of industrial archeology and from that of Public History. The
first approach shows the value of an architectural study of the plant for our
knowledge of the industrial past, for this is not only functional architecture,
but also grandiose architecture affirming social prestige. Moreover, there was
often a balance or even a harmony between the grandiose and the functional
in the construction of the main buildings of this mining enterprise. On the
other hand, this analysis also tries to take into account the interests of those in
charge of the site and of tourists who visit it. For this reason it avoids
abstraction or highly technical terminology.
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