
All rights reserved © The Canadian Historical Association/La Société historique
du Canada, 1992

This document is protected by copyright law. Use of the services of Érudit
(including reproduction) is subject to its terms and conditions, which can be
viewed online.
https://apropos.erudit.org/en/users/policy-on-use/

This article is disseminated and preserved by Érudit.
Érudit is a non-profit inter-university consortium of the Université de Montréal,
Université Laval, and the Université du Québec à Montréal. Its mission is to
promote and disseminate research.
https://www.erudit.org/en/

Document generated on 07/18/2025 3:21 p.m.

Journal of the Canadian Historical Association
Revue de la Société historique du Canada

The Spread of Rural Industry in Lower Canada, 1831-1851
Serge Courville, Jean-Claude Robert and Normand Séguin

Volume 2, Number 1, 1991

URI: https://id.erudit.org/iderudit/031027ar
DOI: https://doi.org/10.7202/031027ar

See table of contents

Publisher(s)
The Canadian Historical Association/La Société historique du Canada

ISSN
0847-4478 (print)
1712-6274 (digital)

Explore this journal

Cite this article
Courville, S., Robert, J.-C. & Séguin, N. (1991). The Spread of Rural Industry in
Lower Canada, 1831-1851. Journal of the Canadian Historical Association /
Revue de la Société historique du Canada, 2(1), 43–70.
https://doi.org/10.7202/031027ar

Article abstract
As a contribution to a larger project which seeks to explore the contours of the
socio-economy of Lower Canada in the nineteenth century, this paper utilises
the 1831 and 1851 census data to define the extent, nature, and distribution of
an essential component in the rural economy — industry — in the St. Lawrence
axis during the first half of the nineteenth century. The aggregate census data
suggest that a degree of numerical stagnation, or even deindustrialisation,
occurred between 1831 and 1851, localised in the Montréal district. An analysis
of the individual census schedules for 1851 indicates that no such
deindustrialisation actually took place. What is revealed is a picture of great
complexity in terms of type and distribution of industries over time. The
evolution of the emerging rural industrial landscape is linked to population
growth, expanding land settlement, and urbanisation. What emerges is a
picture of an integrated economy based on a relatively well-developed
structural exchange system.
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