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Article abstract
The author lakes a look back over her own work to suggest that the search for
truth is consistently the validating basis for historical inquiry. Like several
other authors, she tries to keep her distance from what she perceives as
excessively narrow debates over positivism and relativism. She sings the
praises of inquiry centred at once on the subject of the research rather than the
researcher, on the possibility (however limited or temporary) of generalizing
from events and, finally, on the requirement to account for context. Echoing
Marc Bloch and his followers, she views comparative history as a special
means of achieving such partial theoretical constructions. In closing, she
proposes that comparison is already at the centre of debate on gender in
women's history, but to reach its full potential, the process should become less
abstract.
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