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Article abstract
This book review analyses the historic evolution of urban public health
services in North America through the principal studies conducted to date. A
certain North-American model of the implementation and development of
these public health services in urban settings emerges from their synthesis.
Three phases are apparent in the emergence of public health departments
separate from institutions attached to municipalities. The first step, which
covers the second half of the 19th century, was strongly marked by the
miasmatic or anti-conta-gionist doctrine. The second step corresponds to
adoption of the bacterial theory. The third step consisted of the emergence of
the health education movement between the two world wars, but also of
preventive medicine. This developmental model of public health activities is
evident in almost all large North-American cities. However, long-term studies
(as those for the cities of New York and Toronto) validating or refuting the
model are rare.
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