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Article abstract
In confronting the economic crisis, sociopolitical traditions in various
European countries, however diverse, are tending to maintain the importance
of intermediary structures, whether those of the family (southern Europe) or
union-related (northern Europe), in the socialization process. In France, where
the republican myth was based on the denial of intermediary structures and a
focus on integration from the top down, the process of creation of the
individual thus encouraged and now accelerated is helping to obscure the
divisions in spite of which a united national community had emerged. The
emphasis on exclusion may be a simple restating of the recurrent question of
how to bring a society of individuals together.
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