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Article abstract
To conservatives, welfare represents a threat to both the institution of the
family and that of work. The aim of the recent reform of social assistance (Aid
to Families with Dependent Children) is to compel absent fathers to assume
their financial responsibilities regarding their children and ensure that social
assistance recipients provide work (workfare) and gradually attain economic
independence. Participation in the formal economy is increasingly seen as a
prerequisite to full citizenship. Government policies thus risk excluding those
who do not contribute to their own subsistence and, more broadly, to the
enrichment of the nation.
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