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Article abstract
A culture of violence is widespread in New York schools. Violence in the
schools has become a process of interaction between an ever more threatening
and threatened student population and a school system that has delegated the
responsibilities for confronting student antisocial behaviours to its lowest
priority component: security guards. The virtual anarchy reigning in the
corridors of inner city high schools is a tremendous challenge to the theories of
Michel Foucault. The new panopticon is an anti-panopticon: it is not a building
and does not ensure surveillance. It is enacted through an amalgam of social
and political forces that have conspired deliberately not to see transgressive
behaviour. The resultant development of an autonomous culture of school
violence replicating itself within the climate of fear means that every student is
expected to conform to a code of "toughness" necessary for self-protection.
Students in inner city neighbourhoods share a space of violence entirely
outside of—but intimately connected to—the mainstream culture.
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