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Article abstract
A number of school assistance activities have emerged in working-class
neighbourhoods in France since the early 1980s. Targeting children from
low-income or immigrant families, these activities are intended to be
positioned "between" families on the one side and schools on the other, and to
play an intermediary role. In fact, due to the way the activities are set up, and
how they have developed and operate, the actors involved often tend to be
closer to the schools, i.e. to have stronger ties and a more intense working
relationship with the latter as well as a similar way of operating. They thus
seem to be positioned less and less "between" families and the schools, and
more and more closely situated, at times uneasily, on the side of the schools.
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