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Article abstract
The allocation parentale d'éducation (APE), provided regardless of means, is
allocated to parents after the birth of their third and subsequent children,
provided the parents are not working or are working fewer hours, and have
worked at least two years during the ten years prior to the birth of their
youngest child. One study shows that this eligibility condition primarily blocks
economically disadvantaged mothers from access to this benefit. Among
women choosing not to stop working and apply for the APE, managers and
those in intellectual professions, on the one hand, and workers, on the other
hand, are over-represented in relation to beneficiaries (working before the
birth of their youngest child). Women's reluctance to apply is in part explained
by uncertainty as to the conditions for returning to work, spousal
unemployment, and the low benefit amount. Finally, some explanations are
suggested for the very limited recourse to the APE (allocated in
correspondingly reduced amounts) by part-time workers.
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