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Article abstract
U.S. family policy is implicit rather than explicit, stresses a minimalist role for
government in responding to social and demographic change, is targeted
selectively on poor families with children rather than taking a universal
approach, stresses the importance of work but remains ambivalent about
women's paid employment, and emphasizes market and voluntary sector roles.
These policies in their current form have evolved very slowly, largely since the
1960s. They are unlikely to change significantly in the short term. Yet the
changes in women's roles and the continued vulnerability of children,
especially those growing up in single-parent families, calls out for a far more
significant response.
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