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Article abstract
Mothers have long occupied centre stage in Britain as far as parenting is
concerned. It is only now that fathers have become prominent in public debate
and the media. This emerging interest has brought to light the academic work
on fathers and fatherhood of the last twenty years and more. This paper brings
some of this material together. It looks at fathers at home and at work (their
roles in their families and as breadwinners), at the consequences for children
of a father's absence, at support for fatherhood and at developments in the law
relating to fatherhood.
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