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Article abstract
Increasing conjugal instability has led to a transformation of the parental role
for a growing number of fathers. For many men, the breakdown of the first
family they had formed often represents only the first of a series of transitions
in their paternal life courses. In forming a new union, for example, a man often
relinquishes the role of a part-time single father he had assumed after the first
family breakdown, as he becomes a full-time stepfather to the children of his
new partner. He may thus take on multiple roles : as father of the children
from his first family, stepfather of his new partner's children and even father
of a child born of the new union. For which of these children is this man
responsible ? Which of these children is he obligated to support ? To attempt to
answer these questions, this article first presents demographic research on
paternal life courses. It then looks at some of the policies drafted in Quebec,
Canada and certain U.S. states to regulate child custody and child support after
the breakdown of a union, and assesses the relevance of the proposed
measures in light of the diversification of paternal life courses.
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