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Article abstract
In this article Canadian Census and General Social Survey data on family size,
marital status distribution, siblings, and labour force participation over thirty
years are presented. Key shifts in family size include a decrease in the
proportion of Canadians who have 0, 1, or more than 5 children. The vast
majority of families continue to have 2 or 3 children, a fact that is often missed
in the emphasis placed on the declining birth rate, currently standing at 1.7
children. Regarding marital status, while the proportion divorced is increasing,
it remains small as does the proportion who are single. The proportion married
has gone up while the proportion widowed has gone down due to greater life
expectancy. Most adult Canadians have siblings — a potential resource that is
overlooked in the focus on nuclear families. Female labour force participation
rates have gone up dramatically but are levelling off for older age groups. For
men, the proportion of those aged 55 to 64 in the labour force is declining,
reflecting voluntary and involuntary early retirement. Continuity and change
in these patterns and their implications for the future are discussed.
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