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Article abstract
In Canadian historical writing the aged mainly appear in accounts of
nineteenth-century institutions such as Houses of Industry or Homes for the
Aged and in histories of the development of twentieth-century social programs,
such as pensions. In these accounts the elderly appear as destitute and
dependent recipients of care and financial assistance. While historians debate
the effectiveness of those support systems, few challenge the assumption that,
in the pre-pension era, the majority of Canada's elderly were poor. This paper
analyzes Canadian historical writing on the elderly, explaining why the poor
have dominated historical discussions, and argues that, in focussing on the
poor, historians have overlooked the bulk of the aged population, which was
neither destitute nor dependent. In doing so, historians have, perhaps
unwittingly, distorted our understanding of who the aged were and the role
they played in Canadian society.
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