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Article abstract
This paper looks at the changing contexts within which family care to older
Canadians takes place. First, the paper discusses changes that have occurred
over the past 20 to 30 years in the family context, specifically in the family
structure (the likelihood of having a parent alive), living arrangements (the
trend to independent living), marital status (divorce and single parenthood),
and female labour force participation (including the issue of the "sandwich
generation"). The implications of these changes for care provision to older
relatives are examined. The paper then discusses changes in the broader
context within which family care occurs, specifically changes in health policy
and long-term care. Key elements identified are the shift from institutional to
community-based care, a growing ideological commitment on the part of the
government to family care, and cutbacks which undermine the maintenance of
an adequate level of service provision. The paper points to the decreasing
ability of families to provide extensive care concurrent with the increasing
reliance on families in the emerging community-based care system.
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