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Article abstract
By going back to some of the founding texts of sociology, especially the work of
de Tocqueville, the author tries to move beyond the opposition between a
psychological and a sociological perspective, in order to view the community
from a distance (from outside). This critical distancing, which results from the
observation of human beings in society, suspends the illusion of the sufficiency
of an analysis based on either the individual or society. The second part of the
article puts a contemporary spin on some of the debates of the last century by
considering our current notions of community. After analyzing how social
links are represented in the sociology of Pierre Bourdieu, the article points to
some theoretical approaches emphasizing the importance of critical analysis
and "speaking out" in community action, based in particular on the work of
Jacques Rancière.
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