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Article abstract
Taking as its starting point the concept of forms of political resistance, this
article analyzes the discourses of the unemployed in two quite different social
systems (Quebec and France). In the descriptions of practices and the social
representations of reality, relations between unemployed populations and the
institutions responsible for their réintégration take the form of a resistance
that goes beyond simply getting around the system. Four distinct forms of
resistance are identified, each of which shows a specific relationship to work,
the State and the market. This analysis of individual situations not only sheds
light on the way the unemployed perceive their situation, but also points
toward some more general observations. For example, certain forms of
political resistance would seem to indicate a desire, on an individual or
collective level, to participate in social change.
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