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Article abstract
Many studies of social capital define it by its functions or by the effects
attributed to it. The concept's utility for research and political action is limited
by the fact of it having multiple definitions. The overview presented in this
article demonstrates that approaches which consider social capital "a potential
resource founded on participation in social networks" provides a better
conceptualisation and permits more systematic empirical studies. Nonetheless,
no matter the definition employed, two controversial issues remain. These are
whether "negative" social capital might exist, and secondly, when is social
capital "individual" and when is it "collective".
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