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Article abstract
While the concept of social economy has been part of the vocabulary of
Economics and Sociology since the 19th century, its meaning varies greatly
depending on the model of development within which it is located. In the
institutional context of Quebec society, the social economy currently has two
faces. One stresses economic development via market relations, while the other
is economic development that emphasises non-commodification. Because of its
relation with the state, the second type of development often raises more
questions and fears than the marketised form. Thus put into its institutional
context, the article finds that the social economy constitutes only one element
among several for rethinking the model of development.
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